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From the editors

Have you noticed how Sweet Williams seem to be fashionable
again? Plants sown from seed last year have survived the
unspeakable winter, spring and summer, of continuing extremes
from wet to cold to boiling. Nevertheless OGT has enjoyed
fantastic garden visits so far this year, full of colour and style.

Good news from the OGT Research and Recording team who have
now had four meetings at the Soldiers of Oxfordshire Museum,
Woodstock. Research has been expertly and enthusiastically led
by Claire de Carle, Chair of Bucks GT. The group is currently
researching parks and gardens at Joyce Grove, Brightwell
Baldwin, Braziers Park, Kingston Bagpuise Park, Woodeaton
Manor, Byways at Yarnton and Waterperry. Other research is still
ongoing at Headington Hill Hall and South Park, which started
before the current pilot project. Further details about getting
involved on page 8.

We are also giving a glimpse into the backgrounds of young
gardeners applying to work in big gardens nowadays - not the
usual route but what extra talent can they bring?

Felix & Vanessa

Viburnum against the house at Ozleaze Farm © Vanessa Fell
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Lecture: Asthall Manor Walled Kitchen Garden, 12 February

This talk supplemented our visit to Asthall Manor in summer 2025
where we first met Tim Mitchell, Head Gardener of the 1 acre walled
kitchen garden since 2019. Tim uses organic principles and
permaculture ethics to grow healthy, wildlife- and people-friendly
food. He also teaches volunteers, trainees and community-based
enterprises. The garden was developed in the 20th century as a walled

Polytunnel filled with flowers field on the opposite side of the road .to the Manor. Tim conFentrated
producing mixed seeds in 2025 © our tour on the calcareous meadow wildflower area to provide
Vanessa Fell examples of his organic methods, including a no-dig policy, woodchip

paths which become suitable as compost after 2+ years, scything,
cardboard sheets to initiate beds, poly-cropping to encourage biological diversity to feed the soil,
communal seed swaps, and crop share around the village. An intriguing and inspiring talk.

Vanessa Fell

Lecture: HMP Prison Visitors' Garden - Inside Out, 12 March

Laura Burt's illustrated lecture explored her recent involvement in the design and planting of two
gardens in the unusual setting of HMP Bullingdon, a category B prison near Bicester. The first garden
aims to incentivise drug-free living by prisoners; the second to provide relaxation space for visitors,
including children.

The prisoners’ garden is based on research showing that access to and activity in green spaces can
significantly reduce self-harm among inmates. It is designed to encourage their involvement in growing
a wide range of plants, herbs and vegetables to provide food both for themselves and for nature.

In contrast, the garden close to the visitor centre is designed to provide both a peaceful space for
adults and opportunities for children to play. The latter includes a play mound with a sandpit and slide
surrounded by planting in bright colours.

Run by the Prison After Care Trust (PACT) the garden design is based
upon PACT’s tree logo and caters for up to 60 visitors per day.
Feedback on both gardens from prisoners and visitors has been very
positive.

Laura’s informative and enlightening talk was followed by a
discussion animated by the presence of a new OGT member who has
had many years experience of managing gardens within the prison
service estate.

Pauline Edwards

Visitors' garden in the sun
© Laura Mayer

Quiz: can you recognise the bark of these trees?

answers on the back page
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Visit: Oxleaze Farm, Lechlade, 21 May

Oxleaze Farm is set in a magnificent rolling agricultural landscape on the foothills of the Cotswolds. So
rural is the location that my ‘Waze’ finder was bemused, but diversions gave me an alternative route
through winding lanes and Cotswold villages. The long approach to the farmstead offers views of
ancient ridge and furrow furlongs, covered today with acres of flowering meadow buttercups.

The farm has been owned and managed by several generations of
the Mann family and we were delighted to meet Charles (the
farmer) and his wife, Chipps (the gardener and beekeeper). They
enthusiastically embraced organic farming in 2004, since when the
land has been maintained as pasture for their herd of Aberdeen
Angus cattle and for the protection of wildlife. The farmland has
been noted for the number of birds, in particular of linnets.

The garden, created almost single-handedly by Chipps, was much
influenced by their friend and neighbour Rosemary Verey. The
harsh ‘cornbrash’ soil has been enriched with years of farmyard
manure and recently a watering system has been installed. The
planting is colourful, exuberant and informal. The main lawn in
front of the house is enclosed by walls and borders: these are
packed with roses, irises, and peonies interspersed with tall, self-
seeded white rocket and white foxgloves, all backed by box
hedges of irregular shapes and heights. Chipps has also made a
sloping Italianate series of garden rooms and a potager filled with

fruit cages and vegetables for the house and guests. Oxleaze Farm view of the vegetable
garden at the west end looking south ©
Leslee Rumsey Holderness

Delicious tea and home-made cake was enjoyed by us all in the
warm May sunshine under the mesmerising flights of screaming
swifts darting overhead.

Valerie Joynt

Visit: Burford Priory, 23 June

In the scorching heat, we gathered in eager anticipation outside the gates of Burford Priory where we
met head gardener James Hetherington. As the large wooden gates silently parted, the full grandeur
of the Grade | listed house and chapel, wrapped in a setting, equal in history and beauty, finally lay
before us.

Initially, we were ushered into the chapel as a cool place to await the rest of the contingent, but
within minutes it was discovered the heating had been left on, prompting an urgent escape to a shaded
corner of the lawn. It was here, next to one of the Antony Gormley iron man statues we met the rest
of the team of gardeners, who then accompanied us on our tour of these truly magnificent gardens.

The gardens have undergone comprehensive restoration by the current owners to accord with plans
they fortuitously discovered by the internationally renowned garden designer Mary Keen. The old
planting has been revived and new elements steadily added.

The main kitchen garden lies southwest of The Priory, encompassing greenhouses and spaces for
functional fruit and veg planting, while adjacent beds of aromatic roses line up next to the espaliered
apples and pears. Modern outbuildings, sympathetically designed, blend with the transitioning
landscape between old and new, while chickens and tortoises inject an unexpected added interest.

Away from the kitchen garden the path gradually ascends to an orchard from where one may survey
the whole southwest garden including lawns, padel court and an outside pool. Crossing the orchard,
the path leads to a most welcome shaded descent, close to the southeast boundary. It’s now
strategically buffered by exotic plants enjoying a conducive climate, which conveniently conveys us
back to the chapel where our tour began.

Sally Worsley
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Blue Plaque update

Great news! Mavis Batey, Sylvia Crowe and Brenda Colvin have all had Blue Plaques awarded by the
Oxfordshire Blue Plaque Board, which is run by Oxfordshire Civic Society. This is wonderful news for
Oxfordshire to have three landscape designers recognised, although the plaques are not likely to be in
situ until 2028.

The first Blue Plaque Scheme was funded in London in 1866 and the first commemoration was Lord
Byron and the second Napoleon Ill. The scheme was taken over by English Heritage in 1986 and the
initial plaque that year was for Oskar Kokoschka. There are now over 900 plaques across London.
Reflecting the initial success, similar schemes have developed countrywide, the Oxfordshire Blue
Plaques Board starting in 1999 and administered by Oxford Civic Society.

The Society commissions a company called Leander UK who specialise in making cast signs, to make
Oxfordshire Blue Plaques. The process takes about six weeks from the first enquiry to final production.
Each plaque is drawn to scale and after the pre-production check-list is complete, a 'positive’ mould is
made out of a resin and backed with a rigid material. It is then pressed into a box which contains silica
sand that has been hammered level. The mould is then removed and a cover, which has a collection of
holes in it, placed over the box of sand. Molten aluminium is poured from a 'ladle’ through the various
holes and left to cool. Once cold the aluminium plaque is removed from the box, cleaned of sand and
sent to the workshop for the beginning of the finishing process. Firstly it has to be smoothed down and
any blemishes removed but once ready it goes to the painter who will give it a coat of 'etch’ paint which
will enable the further coats of paint to adhere to the aluminium. When the painting has been
completed it is passed to the ‘highlighters' who paint the tops of the letters, borders, logos etc, with a
contrasting paint colour. The plaque is then to left to 'set’ for up to five days before being despatched
to the client.

Felix - many thanks to Leander UK for explaining the process to me.

Who are our young gardeners?

So much has changed since the life of the jobbing gardener as described in David Marsh's Garden History
blog, in February 2020, when life "was the equivalent of a zero hours contract, with no guarantee of
work and, in many areas more seeking work than there was work available, which meant low wages."”
Garden manager, Rob Jacobs, at Waterperry told me that recently
there has been a change and he is getting a different type of
person applying for jobs. Sophie who is assistant in the National
Collection of Saxifrages has a degree in Fine Art and an MA from
Royal College of Art in Environmental Architecture. Talfan, on a
two-year work-placement is a music graduate, specialising in jazz
sax, although he also loves physics; Rebecca specialised in
photography within her Fine Art degree and Leah studied Textiles.
Each has a valid story for moving into horticulture - green spaces,
out of the rat-race, love being outside, an environmental job, b 18 : R
wanting to help the planet. Apart ~National Collection of Saxifrages,
from their enjoyment, care, and hard Waterperry

work each individual may bring

something extra to the job - Sophie is creating a new archive of the alpine
beds, drawing on her art and GIS mapping skills, Rebecca, in charge of the
walled garden and the nursery, is entrenched in agriculture, encouraged
when she was very young by her grandfather who worked for ICI planting
rubber trees and grew everything in his glasshouses! Talfan sees a future
combining his physics and gardening, maybe in horticultural research. Their
: creative backgrounds give them an understanding about colour theory and
G ey e, = space which might bring fresh designs and interpretations in gardens and
Talfan landscapes. Felix




The OGT interview — Tim Richardson talking to Felix

I was lucky enough to talk to Tim Richardson via zoom
in February. Tim who specialises in garden and
landscape history is a hugely prolific writer and an
enormously energetic man — he is also the co-founder
of the Chelsea Fringe, lecturer, course tutor, magazine
editor and contributor of articles and editorials to many
and various magazines. We talked about his early life
and writing, political gardens and his latest volume.

| was born in Wokingham and brought up in rural
Berkshire, in a nearby agricultural village, where | was
immersed in the countryside realm with tractors and an
annual agricultural show. The natural world interested
me too - birds and fishing.

When | was young | always wrote — | enjoyed writing stories and | think | was good at it! | was good at
spelling and generally drawn to literary things. | was also interested in art and art history, which wasn't
on the curriculum in my secondary school but | persuaded the Head to let me teach myself the A-level
syllabus, which actually consisted of me giving a lecture every week to the students doing Art A-level
on topics like Palladio’s villas, Titian and the Renaissance. On the whole | feel more comfortable
following my own nose and prefer to teach myself. Around this time | did a study of the street furniture
of Reading, our nearest large town. | was interested in the quality of the benches and litter bins and
signed lamp-posts etc. | didn't even know landscape architecture existed but | suppose | was very alive
to the aesthetic of my surroundings.

My great-grandfather was head gardener of a large estate, first in Norfolk and then in Surrey and his
three sons, including my grandad, were under-gardeners, until they all went off to war (WWI). Two
came back and possibly because there was no longer any garden work, moved to Slough, which was a
‘white heat’ of industry at that time, and they became electrical engineers. Our Sunday lunch
conversations were dominated by discussion about the things we were eating — vegetables and their
varieties. | was the only kid who went to Alton Towers not for the rides but to the Victorian glasshouse
range! We visited National Trust properties where my grandad was very sniffy about the landscapes and
gardens.From a young age | was used to serious conversations about gardens and gardening so that
must have rubbed off!

Nobody from my school had applied to go to Oxford for 4 or 5 years, so | applied and got a place,
reading English. | got immersed in 18th century poetry and realised that Alexander Pope (who had
actually lived in the next village to me) and Thomas Gray and others were very engaged with gardens
as an art form and | discovered that the aesthetic of life at the time very much included gardens.
Despite doing lots of acting and comedy and expectations that | might follow that route, my heart was
not in it, although forty years on | have not quite got over the experience of being on-stage!

Reflections on politics and gardens today

Gardens and politics have always been intimately tied and always will be. The big rebellion in Turkey a
decade ago in Taksim Square was about a park (Gezi Park, October 2013, the wave of rebellion was a
protest initially about urban development in the park but escalated because of the brutal denial of the
right to peaceful protest. Ed) The camp outside St Paul's in London also had a productive garden. In
Rojava, Northern Kurdistan, the military who took out ISIS — with the support of the western powers —
were enlightened by including a female police force, women in army units and a strong gardening
component with a self-sufficiency aspect.
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People have an innate urge to grow things. There is a parallel between a wave of dissension against the
state and gardens coming to the fore. If the state in your view is not benign (and | believe it is not
always so), a statement through a garden/ing can underpin a different view. It is a way of being
independent. That is why | was moved to set up the Chelsea Fringe Festival.

Present project

Geoffrey and Susan Jellicoe's book 'The Landscape of Man', (1975) — | have updated the text, added a
chapter and the photos have all been changed to colour. he book goes back in time and starts with the
globe, the planet, the caves of Lascaux and travels right up to Gaudi. Also | have written a new
introduction and a final chapter which deals with modern planting design and post-industrialism. It has
been a great honour to be involved — it is the only book in any
design discipline or artistic discipline to have the vaunting
ambition to cover every civilisation from the dawn of time.
Jellicoe was architecturally trained and in his 50s he became a
convinced Jungian (whose main doctrine was the notion of a
collective unconscious amongst global peoples). Jellicoe
believed that landscape was a very profound way in which that
unconsciousness is expressed. He was able to write sentences
which begin "At this epoch the mind of man was preoccupied
with . . . " Really! As a Jungian he could do this. Possibly
inspired by The Story of Art' by Gombrich but no book since
has done this and it has never been out of print.

GEOFFREY & SUSAN JELLICOE Edited by TIM RICHARDSON

With a lot of the book I am very much out of the proverbial
comfort zone — the gardens of ancient Persia, Isfahan, all
these places which are being bombed at the moment in Iran.

A “p-;m;,mm. By So the book is of great interest both to architects, urban
“ designers — all sorts of people. In a sense Jellicoe was ahead
of his time.

But he did miss things out, so in my final section | have covered four topics he didn't ever deal with. Like
many landscape architects of his generation he didn't consider planting a serious subject, so | have dealt
with what | called the 'naturalistic turn’ from the 1990s and also what | call post-industrialism. |
speculate that he was uncomfortable with the super capitalistic nature of that time — Canary Wharf and
the Dockland Redevelopment. And the other things he didn't really like were art gardens — like Jarman
and he made a slighting reference to lan Hamilton Finlay. He was both a classicist and a modernist. But
his modernist background meant all design solutions had to be scalable. An individual artistic vision isn't
always scalable, so he felt it was irrelevant.

And the last of the four topics — community gardens — were becoming more important at the time.
Some might argue that the 'naturalistic turn’ and climate change are the most important omissions but |
think that human engagement on an individual level with gardens and therefore with the soil and the
planet in a very profoundly impactful way, is equally valid and in quite a Jellicoe type kind of way - a
Jungian type of way.

The Landscape of Man - Shaping the Environment from Prehistory to the Present Day,
is available at all good bookstores, £65.00 published April 2026.

Here is a selection of titles from Tim's 59 books: Sweets: A History of Candy (2002); The New English
Garden (2013); Landscape and Design Sketchbooks (2015); Oxford College Gardens (2015);Breaking
News... and other Poems: Reflections About Events and the Conundrums of Living Today (2019);
Sissinghurst the Dream Garden (2020); The English Landscape Garden: Dreaming of Arcadia (2024);
There should be Blood (2024).
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Teddy Hall Student Accommodation
Norham St Edmund, Norham Gardens, Oxford

The new student
accommodation,
comprising 127 rooms,
will infill between nos
15 (West House) and 17
(the Villa) and between
nos 17 and 19. Despite
the limited area, in
between the buildings,
it will include a
Courtyard/Cloister
Garden, Ecology Pond,
Village Square, Swale
(channel to collect
rainwater), Front
Gardens, green roofs,

& Woodland Edge and

L

Landscape Map of the Norharh Gardens Development, see link belo—v} Upper and South
Lawns.

The description on the web promises a commitment to conservation, enhancing local biodiversity,
wildlife friendly areas, native marginal wetland planting, a terrestrial habitat with rockery and fernery,
a wildlife meadow and planting to increase privacy and act as a visual buffer. A mixed native hedge is
to replace the existing hedge bordering University Parks to support Priority Species for the Countryside
Stewardship Scheme (i.e. Brown Hair Streak).

The project architects are Wright & Wright in collaboration with landscape architects Bradley-Hole
Schoenaich and information about the planting around the new building can be found here:

https://hallmarkscampaign.seh.ox.ac.uk/norham-st-edmund/gardens/

Plant spotlight
Buddleia globosa
(Orange Butterfly Bush)
Family Scrophulariaceae

Genus Buddleia

‘Buddelja’ was named after the Rev. Adam Buddle (1660-1715) who was vicar at North Fambridge near
Maldon. Although Buddle was a keen amateur botanist he did not introduce the Buddleja into England;
that was done by William Houstoun, a Scottish medic and contemporary of Buddle’s, who collected
plants whilst he was a ship’s surgeon in the Caribbean and South America. It was Houstoun who
suggested to Linnaeus that Buddle should be remembered and honoured by having the plant named
after him. But Linnaeus, when writing the name used a long-tailed ‘i’ which was misinterpreted as a j’
and so what should have been Buddleia became Buddleja.

The Chilean B. globosa is the only buddleia from South America. Unlike the common 'butterfly bush’
which has soft pale foliage and spikes of purple flowers, globosa has green leaves and fragrant bright
orange flowers in spherical clusters. It is very much loved by bees.

Thanks to Jill Devon at Essex Gardens Trust for her Plant Stories, February 2019
https://www.essexgardenstrust.org.uk/plant-stories


http://www.apple.com/uk
https://hallmarkscampaign.seh.ox.ac.uk/norham-st-edmund/gardens/
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Forthcoming events 2026
Thursday 10 September: Visit to Waltham Place Gardens, White Waltham SL6 3JN, 2 00 - 4 00pm

Thursday 15 October: Online lecture Jane Austen and the English Landscape Garden. The speaker is
Laura Mayer

Thursday 19 November: Online lecture Magic, Myths and Mysteries of Mistletoe. The speaker is Oliver
Spacey

Bookings can be made via OGT website or directly to Eventcube at https://ogtevents.eventcube.io

The events team are busy finalising the exciting programme of events for 2027!

OGT at OxPast, 20 June

Oxfordshire Past is the annual conference
organised by the Oxford Architectural and
Historical Society (OAHS)

Sally Stradling organised a stall, with other
members of OGT and gave a short presentation
about OGT. Sally outlined the research and
recording pilot project which is recording sites
of local interest (from the list of 200 sites
drawn up by Colvin and Moggridge in the 1990s)
and invited interest from any budding ‘Garden Detectives'.

We would like to invite interest from readers to come and join us in the research and recording
group and which is informal, no experience necessary, all training given and plenty of coffee and
cake!

Contact: Sally Stradling, mail@sallystradling.co.uk or Jane Carlton-Smith, secretary@ogt.org.uk

Useful OGT contact details:

Secretary: Jane Carlton Smith - email secretary@ogt.org.uk
Treasurer: Will Holborow - email treasurer@ogt.org.uk
Membership secretary: Vanessa Fell - email ness.fell@gmail.com
Events: events@ogt.org.uk

Website: https://ogt.org.uk

SITUATIONS VACANT

Chair Events Administrator

Membership Secretary Newsletter coordinator

Media & Publicity Research administrator : ) i
If you are interested in helping with any of the above please Watercolour by Rebecca Himpson

contact Jane Carlton-Smith secretary@ogt.org.uk

Answers to the tree bark quiz: 1. Black Mulberry; 2. Whitebeam; 3. Cockspur Thorn; 4. Black Pine; 5. London Plane.

Many thanks to everyone who has contributed to this newsletter. If the photographs are not attributed, they will be either the
authors own or were taken by one of the editorial team. Details correct at the time of printing, July 2026.

Registered Charity No. 1094648. Registration No. 4499797
Company Registered Address: 30 West Street, Chipping Norton, Oxfordshire OX7 5ER
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